
 

 

 

November 2012 

The first Travel On A Dream sailing 

is now in the history books.  It was 

certainly memorable!  We 

reconnected with a lot of friends 

and made some new friends as 

well.  Not only did we have a 

fantastic time, we were graced by Hurricane Sandy’s 

presence for our last night.  As we found out later, 

this was an enormous storm.  I have never 

experienced a storm quite like this in nearly 30 

cruises.   

As a result, we missed our visit to Castaway Cay.  This 

prompted a number of guests to book our group 

sailing on the Disney Magic October 20, 2013.  We’ll 

have two chances to visit Castaway Cay on that 

sailing! 

Would you like to join us?  Just drop me an email at 

tracy@travelonadream.com.   

We are still waiting for 2014 Disney cruise dates to 

be released.  If you haven’t been getting updates from 

us for new sailings and want to be notified, please 

email me to add you to our mailing list.   

There are a couple of promotions right now for 

cruises.  For new bookings between now and 

December 16, you can receive an onboard credit from 

Disney plus half off your deposit.   

We have updated our website at 

www.travelonadream.com.  You can link to Disney 

information directly from our site.  There is also a 

link for our Cruising 101 information.  This is great 

for new cruisers and for those that just need some 

additional information or a refresher.  We also have a 

new promotion for Travel On A Dream clients and 

referrers listed there.  Check it out! 

I mentioned on Facebook that we had one leftover 

gift bag from the ToaD Fantasy sailing that we will be 

giving away to one lucky person.   

 

Included with the canvas Disney Cruise Line bag are 

two ToaD tumblers, Mickey Ear magnets, ToaD 

Fantasy sailing magnet, Halloween candle, ToaD 

pirate magnet, ToaD drawstring mesh bag and two 

wave phone holders.  The contest starts on 

November 15, 2012 on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/TravelOnADream.  To enter you 

have to like our wall and share our contest post.  Only 

one entry per person.  We will pick the winner on 

Wednesday, November 21, 2012 at 5:00 pm EST.  

Good luck! 

This month’s newsletter will be a little different than 

before.  We have articles all from clients this month!  

We hope you enjoy their information. 

The Chick with a Cane 

By Regina Hinrichs 

 

Due to a bad episode of sciatica (which I thought you 

had to be 1000 years old to come down with), I found 

myself heading to my Disney World/Cruise trip with 

a cane and had a wheelchair on order for onboard the 

ship.  I've never been "disabled" before.  While I knew 
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that Disney is fully accessible, it wasn't easy limping 

along.  

 I can't prove it, but I'm positive that they stretched 

out the parks. Forget about the new Fantasyland, I 

was happy to make it as far as the old one without 

needing paramedics. I also realized that as far as the 

rides go, on this trip I was doing the Toddler Tour as 

those were the only attractions that wouldn't hurt my 

back.  Scratch that, I didn't do Pirates or Small World 

as by the time I'd get out of the boat, they'd be 

reminding everyone to stay seated while the chubster 

tries to haul her hurting self out.  

By the way, does every seat in the parks have to be in 

the blazing sun?  There's nothing like sitting down in 

a cast iron skillet when taking a much needed break 

from walking.  

Little did I know that a cane is a signal for kids. 

Apparently it's part of an obstacle course that they 

have to conquer.  This was a bigger problem on the 

ship.  Since I held the cane on my right, I intentionally 

kept close to that wall. I was amazed at how many 

little darlings saw that as a challenge and did their 

best to squeeze by.  It was oh so cute when one of the 

cherubs hit my cane while playing the "let's see how 

out of control we can get before anyone notices" 

game.  

While I understand that the dining room chairs on 

the ship need to be heavy, I felt so helpless when I 

couldn't get in or out without assistance.  It was as if I 

was trying to move a granite slab and I just could not 

do it.  

Back to the parks. If you're walking while talking on 

your cell and/or texting, chances are you're not going 

to notice the lady hobbling along. Thank you for 

interrupting your extremely important call to mutter 

"sorry" after kicking my cane. It was always such a 

meaningful moment.  

I have to say, my concerns about Disney 

transportation turned out to be unfounded.  On the 

Magical Express bus we were given the reserved 

seats up front.  On one occasion, the Cast Member at 

the Monorail opened a handicap section for me so I 

didn't have to walk any further. I wish that happened 

more often.  Fortunately, we always hit the buses at a 

time when seats were available.  

As it turned out, I didn't use the wheelchair, so it 

became the carry-on bag transport.  Still, it was nice 

to know I had it "just in case."  

So there you have it.  This trip was an eye-opener for 

me.  I'm sure I'm guilty of cutting it way too close to 

someone with a disability when trying to get an 

attraction or simply taking in my surroundings.  I've 

learned that a little bit of awareness goes a long 

way in making sure that those with physical 

problems also have an enjoyable visit. 

Visiting Panama 

By Angela Cottrell 

 

Bocas Del Toro, Panama is an amazing archipelago of 
hundreds of islands lying in the crystal clear waters 
of the Caribbean Sea in Northern Panama, just 
minutes from the Costa Rican border. Built and 
founded in the late 1800's by the Bocas Fruit and Nut 
Co. now known as Chiquita Bananas. The province of 
Bocas Del Toro is still one of the leading producers of 
bananas. The area reflects the architecture of the era 
and is rich in culture. West Indian people speaking 
Guari Guari, English with a Jamaican twist, warmly 
welcome visitors from around the world, as do their 
native counterparts, the Ngobere Indians. Panga 
fiberglass boats with motors, intermingle on the 
ocean with handmade dugout canoes hand powered 
with homemade paddles. On the outer beaches of 
Bocas Del Toro are some of the best surf spots on the 
planet, with an amazing contrast of protected 
tranquil waters on the inside of the islands, for 
snorkeling and diving year around.  
 

 



 

 

Each island and beach has its own beauty and 
character, some beaches you will find that you have 
all to yourselves. Explore the main island of Isla 
Colon by bike. Along the beach road you will find 
yourself ending at Bluff Beach. Walk the wide 3 mile 
stretch of orange sand beach and look for shells, 
along the way eat lunch at Paki's Place, or try riding 
horses along the beach and enjoy the scenery. You 
can visit Starfish Beach by bike, boat, or taxi and see 
hundreds of starfish in the crystal clear waters, and 
then have a local Panamanian lunch at Yosnari's.  
Along the way to starfish beach you can see the caves, 
where church services are held. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

There are also several different boat tours available 
to explore the archipelago. See the dolphins feeding 
in Dolphins Bay or take the boogie boards and ride 
the waves at beautiful Red Frog Beach, you can visit 
the 2 white sand, palm tree ringed, Zapatilla Islands 
at the National Marine Park, while there you can take 
the boardwalk through the jungle and see the wildlife 
in the inner island. You can take another tour to the 
Sal Creek Indian Village, as you wind down the 
mangrove covered creek to enter the village and then 
check out the local culture. Go spelunking in the caves 
of the innermost parts of the island of Bastimentos. 
There are also butterfly gardens, botanical gardens, 
and chocolate farm tours, were you see the local 
Indians grow and produce natural chocolate. All this 
is just a sampling of what there is to see and do! This 
archipelago of hundreds of islands offers many 
different experiences for the adventurous soul or for 

those just looking to relax.  
 

Then you come back in the evening to relax at one of 
the most exquisite places in all the islands, Villa 
Paraiso!  The most unique and exquisite beachfront 
boutique vacation villas in all of Northern Panama! 
This is one of the only true beachfront properties in 
all the archipelago of Bocas!  Located directly on one 
of the only safe, sand swimming beaches in Bocas.  
Close to all the activities of Bocas Town, yet far 
enough away to have the perfect quiet vacation that 
you are looking for.  We offer to our guests an 
experience of luxury and privacy in our three 
Beachfront Villas with private pools.   
 

 
 

 
 

Choose from the suite of the main Villa, Villa Wiona 
or our 2 bedroom beachfront Villa called Las Casitas 
Del Paraiso.  
 
The suite of the main Villa, with private pool, is a 
perfect place for a couple looking to relax, have a 
romantic getaway, or celebrate a honeymoon or 
anniversary.   
 
The two new Casitas, of Las Casitas Del Paraiso, are 
suite style rooms each built as their own little house 
and positioned on the opposite end of a private pool 
in the middle of the 2 Casitas. Perfect for couples 
traveling together or families looking to have an 
unforgettable experience! For more information go 
to: http://www.villaparaiso.info/ 
 

http://www.villaparaiso.info/


 

 

 
 

Come experience the islands of Panama! This 
archipelago is truly amazing, and a stay here at Villa 
Paraiso will only enhance it! Our aim is for our guests 
to have a relaxing, unforgettable vacation experience, 
in the BEST Bocas Del Toro, Panama has to offer! 
 

 
 

Editor’s Note:  Your Travel On A Dream agent can help 

you with your stay in Panama at Villa Paraiso.  Just ask 

for more details! 

 

Organization to Save Money/Hassles 

By Todd Carrier 

 

Being organized can save you money. 

One evening, upon checking my mailbox, I discovered 

an envelope from Avis. I had rented a car through 

them for a recent trip to Walt Disney World. Because 

of significant positive interactions with the rental 

agent at the counter when picking up the car, I 

thought it was perhaps a follow up to what we had 

discussed or a customer satisfaction survey. I was 

floored when I opened the envelope and found this: 

 

 

 

I was shocked. How could this be? I know I refueled 

at the Hess station, less than 

10 miles from the airport. I 

remember throwing out 

some trash. I even took a 

picture of the price of gas, as 

it was far less than the price 

at home. 

Before I called to question 

and dispute the bill, I went 

to the front pocket of my carry on. This is where I 

stow all my receipts from a trip. Sure enough, the 

rental car return 

receipt was there. 

As plain as day, the 

receipt stated that I 

returned the car with a 

full tank of gas. 

Having the rental 

agency’s proof that I 

returned it full was 

what I needed when I 

called. After pushing a 

multitude of buttons to 

navigate the automated 

switchboard, I was 

finally connected to a 

customer service agent. 

He was quite polite and 



 

 

listened as I explained the situation. From the 

keystrokes and other audible clues, I assume he was 

pulling up the same return receipt as I was citing 

during our conversation. Without any hesitation, he 

told me to disregard the bill as it was an error on the 

rental agency’s part that he could not explain. 

Due to his good service and a positive outcome, I am 

still pleased I rented from Avis for this trip, and I 

would rent from them in the future.  

A bit of knowledge that was brought to the forefront 

of my mind with this experience was: maintaining 

documentation is important. Sure this was one 

relatively easy incident. What it is was with charges 

on my room folio? Or discrepancies with a tour 

guide? Or what if I didn’t save that receipt? I might 

not have been able to handle it as easily, especially on 

my own. I am confident that my travel agent would 

step up and help me clear up any issues that were 

wrong. 

 

Q & A with a First Time Cruiser 

By Mark Gustafson 

 

Mark joined us on the ToaD Fantasy sailing.  This 

was not only his first cruise, but his first real 

experience with Disney as an adult.  We 

submitted some questioned for him and wanted 

to share his experience with all of you.   

ToaD:  You joined us for the first ToaD Fantasy 

sailing last month.  I understand this was your 

first cruise.  What did you expect going on a 

Disney Cruise? 

Mark:  Since this was my first time cruising, I 

wasn’t really sure what to expect.  I wanted to 

keep an open mind in regard to the number of 

people and children because that was a bit of a 

concern.  I thought there would be so many 

people I would get irritated and too many 

screaming out of control children. 

ToaD:  What do you remember about getting on 

the cruise and your feelings when you entered 

the ship?   

Mark:  Awe in the beauty of the ship!  Also, I liked 

how the families were announced. 

ToaD:  What did you think of your 

stateroom?  Was it different than you first 

imagined? 

Mark:  It was much bigger than I thought it would 

be.  The bed was very comfortable and the 

bathrooms being split was great.  I was impressed 

with the porthole and how close we were to the 

water.  One day when I was sitting in the 

porthole, I was able to see dolphins playing right 

outside the window! 

ToaD:  Did you feel there was enough for adults to 

do?   

Mark:  Yes, there were lots of activities, pretty 

much something for everyone to like.  The adult 

pool was great! 

ToaD:  So how did the children affect you?   

Mark:  Really, to my own surprise, I enjoyed them 

very much.  Seeing them dressed up, meeting 

characters, the smiles they had on their faces 

were awesome!  It brought back childhood 

memories of going to Disney 

ToaD:  Did you experience any of the shows in the 

Walt Disney Theater?  What did you think? 

Mark:  We went to Aladdin.  It was quality 

entertainment.  I just wish we would have gone to 

more shows. 

ToaD:  Was the cruise as crowded as you 

expected?   

Mark:  No, the ship was much bigger than I ever 

expected.  There were so many things going on in 

different areas of the ship so it never felt 

“cramped”. 

ToaD:  Disney has a unique dining experience 

with the rotational dining.  Did you like switching 

rooms each night?  Overall, how was your dining 

experience? 



 

 

Mark:  Switching rooms was nice.  Each dining 

room was different and a much different 

atmosphere.  I liked Animator’s Palate best.  I was 

surprised at the food itself.  I expected it to be 

most food I wouldn’t like.  I am a basic meat and 

potato kind of guy.  I ended up liking most of the 

food and even tried things I normally wouldn’t.  It 

was nice to have the servers suggest things too.   

ToaD:  Do you think cruising with Disney added 

to the experience, didn’t affect it or took away 

from the experience?   

Mark:  It added to the experience.  I can’t really 

say exactly why, I think it was the entire trip 

being great from start to finish, the attention to 

service and just the quality of Disney was 

definitely there.   

ToaD:  Did you notice other cruise ships in 

port?  If so, what came to mind when looking at 

the other ships? 

Mark:  I did notice them, I referred to them as 

“hoopties”.  It was funny to see people on the 

other ships smashing their faces to their windows 

to admire the Fantasy.  From a distance when I 

was on an excursion, the Fantasy looked like a 

Cadillac sitting next to a Geo.   

ToaD:  After leaving St. Thomas, the seas started 

to get much rougher than the first part of the 

week.  How did this affect you and your 

activities?   

Mark:  It did affect me a little because we didn’t 

get to go to Castaway Cay.  This is one of the stops 

I really wanted to do.  But then again, it gives me 

an excuse to cruise again.  That’s why I booked 

the October 2013 sailing that will stop at 

Castaway Cay twice.  I need to make up for lost 

time there!  When things did get a bit rougher it 

was ok with me.  We spent time resting, took a 

little siesta to get ready for a full day of travel the 

next day. 

ToaD:  Friday night was extremely rough.  Did 

this affect your decision to cruise again in the 

future? 

Mark:  Even though it was rough and there wasn’t 

much sleep to be had that night, it isn’t going to 

stop me from cruising again.  Besides, it gives me 

a good story to tell people! 

ToaD:  Overall, how was your first cruise 

experience? 

Mark:  Excellent!  It ended up to be much more 

than I expected.  Being my first time, I wasn’t sure 

what to expect – would be bored, feel crowded 

out, have to deal with screaming kids all over, 

would I like being on a ship for a week or even 

would I like the places it was going.  It was great 

to have a little of everything.  It was one of the 

best vacations.  I definitely felt spoiled.   

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Until next month, you can follow us on a variety of 

social networks. 

Facebook – http://www.facebook.com/TravelOnADream 

Twitter – https://twitter.com/TravelOnADream 

Pinterest – https://pinterest.com/travelonadream/ 

Wordpress – http://toadstravels.com/ 
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