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I can’t believe another month has 

gone by!  As we get ready to start 

collecting our fall leaves, it 

reminds us not only of the harvest. 

For those of you waiting for 2014 

cruises to be released by Disney Cruise Line, we 

expect that at least part of the year will be released 

next month.  If you have a dummy date booked with 

us, we will notify you when the dates are out.  If you 

have asked to be notified of releases, you will also get 

an email from us.  It is never too early though to let 

your agent know what you are looking for.  We have a 

waitlist for all future cruise dates so let us know what 

you are looking for.  If your requested cruise is 

announced, we will automatically get a quote for you.  

If it isn’t, we will let you know what is available and 

see if you would like an alternative.   

Most travel suppliers have their 2013 pricing out 

now as well.  If you have been waiting to booking 

your non-cruise 2013 vacations, wait no longer!  

Contact your agent today.  We don’t just rely on one 

supplier so we can check for best pricing and options 

with a variety to make sure we get you the best 

pricing. 

It seems like holiday shopping starts earlier each 

year as well.  If you don’t know what to get that hard 

to shop for person, why not give them the gift of 

travel?  We have a number of options available, 

including cruise certificates, gift certificates, onboard 

credits, etc.  Contact your agent for your holiday 

travel gift needs.   

This month we are starting something new with our 

newsletter.  We will have a Client Corner, where you 

can submit a review of your trip, your interaction 

with your ToaD agent or anything you would like 

featured.  This month, we are featuring a blog from 

Dave Parfitt at Adventures by Daddy.  We encourage 

you to follow Adventures by Daddy, either through 

their blog or their Facebook wall.  Dave has some 

great information for travel with families.   

If you would like to be featured in our Clients’ Corner, 

we will send you a small gift as a token of our 

appreciation.  Just email your review to 

info@travelonadream.com and if you are selected, 

we’ll send you a gift.  Photos are welcome!  Thanks to 

Debbie Higgins for this idea.   

A First Timer’s Review of Fort Wilderness 

By Debbie Lasher 

 

I have been vacationing to Walt Disney World for the 

last 15 years, most of those years more than once 

(my average is twice per year).  Somehow, in all these 

trips, I’ve never had the opportunity to stay at Fort 

Wilderness.  I’ve eaten there several times (love both 

the Hoop Dee Doo and Trail’s End), but have never 

stayed there. 

 
It should be noted that I am a Disney Vacation Club 

member (Boardwalk Villas is my home), and I only 

have enough points to stay 5 nights at a time.  I like 

staying a full week, which means I need to pay cash 

for a room for the first two nights.  I’m one of the few 

that doesn’t mind doing a split stay; in fact, I enjoy it.  

It gives me the feel of starting a whole new vacation 

by checking in to the second resort. 

 

How did I decide on Fort Wilderness for my pre-

Boardwalk Villas stay?  In a nutshell, I have my friend 

and travel companion to blame for that.  He grew up 

in Central Florida, but moved out of the state several 

years ago for work.  Because he grew up in the area, 

he never stayed on property.  We pulled up Disney’s 

website, and he seemed very excited about a cabin at 

Ft. Wilderness.  I had never stayed there and was 
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antsy to try something new, and the price was right, 

so we booked. 

 

After many long months of waiting, August 16 finally 

showed up.  With much excitement, I got off the plane 

at MCO (or OIA, whichever acronym you want to use 

for the Orlando airport), picked up my rental car, and 

made my way to Fort Wilderness.  After spending 

many hours looking at pictures at various Disney 

websites and watching Youtube videos of the Fort, I 

knew about what to expect, and it didn’t disappoint.  

After a brief check in, I was given keys to cabin 2810, 

along with directions on how to get there. 

 

The only thing I didn’t prepare for was the sheer size 

of Fort Wilderness.  Even with directions, I still got 

lost getting to my cabin.  After a few minutes of 

frustration, I got myself turned around and found my 

home for the next 3 nights. 

 

When pulling in to my loop (all cabins are arranged 

in loops, and true to their names, they are organized 

in circles of about 40 cabins each), the first thing I 

noticed was the laid-back atmosphere of the Fort.  

Down the way from me, kids were outside their cabin 

kicking a soccer ball.  A couple was walking through 

the loop holding hands.  My neighbor across the way 

was just coming out of his cabin and waved at me.  

Very informal, very laid back. 

 

After getting out of the car, the next thing I noticed 

were the sounds of the Fort.  I heard not only the kids 

down the way, but I also heard ducks quacking and 

the flutter of birds flying.  I was definitely in the 

wilderness, that was for sure. 

 

Now, the most important thing: the accommodations 

themselves.  I opened the door, and my immediate 

reaction was “this is bigger than what I was 

expecting.”  After spending many hours looking at 

photos online, I was expecting the cabin to be 

narrower than what it was.  I could definitely handle 

this!  You walk in to the (full) kitchen, and the 

living/dining area is to the right.  There is a hallway 

to the left with a utility closet and bathroom in it, and 

the bedroom at the end of the hall.  Just like the living 

space, the bedroom was bigger than I was expecting.  

So far, so good!  I was traveling with a friend of mine, 

and the room was plenty big enough for the two of us.  

Although Disney advertises these cabins as sleeping 

6, I wouldn’t put more than 4 in this room, for two 

reasons.  The biggest reason being the lack of 

bathroom space.  There is only one bathroom in a 

cabin, and having 6 people share one bathroom is not 

my idea of fun, especially if you’re all trying to get to a 

park for rope drop.  The other reason being storage 

space.  There isn’t a whole lot of storage space, 

especially in the bedroom.  The bedroom closet is 

small, and there is not room to put more than one 

suitcase and a carryon there.  I had some of my stuff 

laying on the bunk beds, which is not a problem for 

me since nobody was sleeping in said bunk beds.  

However, if I were traveling with children, I would 

have lost that storage space. 

 

Before I go any further, I must lodge my biggest 

complaint against Fort Wilderness.  Many people 

rave about the smell of the Main Street Bakery, the 

smell of the lobby at Wilderness Lodge or Animal 

Kingdom Lodge, or the smells while on Soarin’.  Along 

those lines, there is a definite smell at Fort 

Wilderness, a smell I did not care for at all.  I realize 

this is a minor thing, but after spending 3 nights 

there, my nose was ready for a change. 

 

Moving on: how was transportation?  As I mentioned 

earlier, Fort Wilderness is big.  Not just big, but BIG.   

700 acres big.  Whether you have your own car or 

not, you will use Disney transportation.  There is no 

parking anywhere inside Fort Wilderness, except in 

the main parking lot (check-in area) or at your 

campsite/cabin.  You want to go anywhere else, you 

walk or use Disney transportation.  That said, I was 

very lucky with my cabin location.  I was only about 

100 yards from a bus stop, which was very 

convenient.  The bus took us up to the main area, 

where we could pick up another bus to a theme park.  

Or, we could take a bus back to the marina and catch 

a boat to the Magic Kingdom.  Because I had rented a 

car, I never used transportation to go to the other 

theme parks.  But, getting a bus and then boat to the 

Magic Kingdom was VERY easy; I never waited more 



 

 

than 5 minutes for either a bus or a boat.  If only 

Disney could have done something to control that 

monsoon of a rainstorm on our way back from the 

Magic Kingdom, I would have been much happier.  

That was a miserable walk from the marina to bus 

stop.   

 

I give Fort Wilderness two thumbs up for 

transportation.  No complaints from a self-admitted 

transportation snob! 

 

How was the food, you ask?  I really can’t comment.  I 

didn’t eat at the Fort this trip.  However, on trips past, 

I have eaten at both the Hoop Dee Doo and Trails 

End, and I can tell you both are fantastic.  I would go 

back to either in a heartbeat.  However, on this trip, I 

ate either inside a theme park or in the cabin (love 

having the full kitchen; makes heating up a Digiorno’s 

pizza very easy!). 

 

All in all, Fort Wilderness is a wonderful place to say.  

Large accommodations, very peaceful surroundings, 

very quiet.  Oh, and you don’t have to worry about 

being woken up by the neighbor above you flushing 

the toilet in the middle of the night.  However, be 

prepared that you have to be the rustic, outdoor-sy 

person in order to enjoy Fort Wilderness.  Go, enjoy, 

and have fun! 

Disney’s Art of Animation Resort 

By Nicole Riley 

 

I wish it were possible to truly put on paper on 

convey to the reader how excited I get when I arrive 

at Disney World.  I truly love visiting new places and 

seeing new things (OK, so my husband has to twist 

my arm just a bit), but Disney World is still my 

favorite.  There is just that feeling of home.  This past 

July our family decided we were going to drive to 

Florida.  Our destination: Vero Beach.   Pit Stop: Walt 

Disney World.  We decided we had to stop and try out 

the new Art of Animation resort before making our 

final stop. 

Our last visit to this area of Walt Disney World was in 

2003 when we stayed at Pop Century.  From our 

resort we could see the halted construction on what 

was to be the rest of the Pop Century Resort.  It was 

so nice to see that Disney has finally completed this 

resort.  Having stayed at the value resorts before, Art 

of Animation had a very familiar feel to it.  The layout 

was very similar to the other value resorts.    Disney 

Imagineers have done a fantastic job with the theme 

of this resort.   Art and animation are everywhere you 

look from the check-in area to the food court area to 

the rooms.  Sketches and artwork are everywhere 

you look.   

In our years of visiting Walt Disney World, we have 

graduated to deluxe accommodations.  However, I 

love Art of Animation and could easily stay at this 

resort for extended stays and be very happy.  Here’s 

why I loved it.  First of all, something that I think that 

the values do better than the moderates or deluxe 

resorts is to let you know that you are at Disney.  

              

 

Everywhere you look you see bigger than life Disney 

icons.  Art of Animation is no exception.  We stayed in 

the Cars section, and it truly felt like we were in 

Radiator Springs.  It had a completely different look 

to it than the Finding Nemo section.  Well done, 

Disney!  Reason number two for loving this resort – 

inside entrance to the rooms.   I don’t dislike the 



 

 

outside entrance.  I just think the inside entrance 

makes for quieter rooms.                 

But, my number one reason for loving Art of 

Animation is the rooms!  We are a family of four.  My 

husband and I have two daughters ages 11 and 14.  

Poor Dad is surrounded by girls.  While we do just 

fine in a standard room, it is nice to have the separate 

bedroom that the family suite offers.    Because our 

children are old enough, at the end of the day we 

could shut the door and we could have our space, and 

they had theirs.  We didn’t feel rushed in the morning 

for bathroom use, because we each had our own to 

use.  Maybe just a little more important than us 

having our own space was them having theirs.  They 

each had their own bed.  When you aren’t used to 

sharing a bed, the last thing you want to do is share a 

bed with your much crabbier sister who needs some 

sleep.  Our daughter was super excited at the idea of 

sleeping on the table that turned into a bed.  The 

room in total sleeps six.   

           

We cannot wait for the next opportunity to give this 

resort a try.  In the meantime, we’ll encourage 

everyone else to give it a try. 

           

CLIENTS’ CORNER 

Taking Control of our Family Vacation with a 

Travel Agent 

By Dave Parfitt 

 

We recently finished our summer family vacation, the 

Castles, Cowboys, and Caverns: Upstate New York 

BRAVE Adventure.  Detailed posts are forthcoming 

regarding each of our stops.  However, this trip, we 

did something different I wanted to share.  Nothing 

exotic, but it was new for our family.  We worked 

with a travel agent, Tracy Whipple of Travel on a 

Dream specifically, and I wanted to share our 

experience. 

Full disclosure: Travel On A Dream is a paid sponsor 

of Adventures by Daddy, and owned by Tracy 

Whipple.  She suggested I use the agency to plan our 

summer vacation.  However, all opinions expressed 

in this post are my own.  OK, with that out of the way, 

let me say, I’m a bona fide control freak, and was 

leery to give up my trip-planning autonomy to 

someone else.  I mean, my wife and girls are suitably 

brainwashed into thinking I’m the trip-planning 

expert in the family.  If a travel agent helped, where 

would that leave me?  To quote, that sage on the 

stage Janet Jackson: 
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I’m in control, never gonna stop 

Control, to get what I want 

Control, I got to have a lot 

Control, now I’m all grown up 

As much as I wanted to be master of my domain, it 

was June, the kids were out of school, and we had NO 

summer vacation plans.  Sure, I had lots of ideas, but 

no firm reservations in hand.  It was time to admit I 

couldn’t do everything, and took Tracy Whipple up 

on her offer – let’s see what Travel On A Dream could 

do for us. 

First, I received a welcoming e-mail from Tracy.  It 

was a like a message from an old friend, wanting to 

catch up, get to know our family, and asked what we 

wanted to do on vacation.  Her query contained 

questions like: 

¶ What are some of our favorite family 

vacations? 

¶ What destinations would we like to visit, any 

we would like to avoid? 

¶ What else should I know about your family? 

Tracy’s questions triggered a conversation around 

our dinner table with everyone throwing out ideas 

and opinions. 

 

“I want a vacation where I don’t have to plan 

anything,” chimed in Dana (my wife), “no meal 

planning, cooking, deciding where we’re going to eat, 

cleaning, etc.”  Dana’s dream vacation was to go 

someplace quiet and relaxing, not crowded, with 

gorgeous nature, and a nice place for dinner. 

“That sounds BORING!” yelled the kids, “we want to 

DO something!”  It’s true, the girls (and myself) like to 

be a little more active.  Sure, we enjoy relaxing on the 

beach, but we also wanted a vacation with activities – 

and some new experiences. 

We answered Tracy’s questions, and waited to see 

her reply – good luck! 

Within 24 hours, we received a list of options that 

included: 

¶ A 5 night Disney Cruise out of New York City 

to Canada and the New England Coast 

¶ A 5 night Carnival Cruise out of New York City 

to Canada and the New England Coast 

¶ A 4 night Carnival Cruise out of Miami to the 

Western Caribbean 

¶ And a week-long stay at an all-inclusive 

resort in the Caribbean. 

Oooh, the options sounded heavenly, cruising was 

great because Dana could lounge poolside reading a 

book, the kids and I could do some excursions, and 

then we could all rendezvous back for a nice 

dinner.  Unfortunately, with the downturn in the 

economy, we also had some major budgetary 

constraints. 

The Disney cruise priced out over $5000 – this cruise 

was tooooo high!  The Carnival cruise was half the 

cost, but reviews suggested you get what you pay 

for – this cruise was tooooo low!  The all-inclusive 

Caribbean resort cruise had an attractive price and 

destination, this was jussssst right – but factor in 

airfare for our family of four, D’oh!  Budget 

buster!  Back to the drawing board.   



 

 

   

We came back to an idea I had turned over in my 

head for a while – a circle tour of our home state of 

New York that included areas we’ve never 

visited.  Tracy went to work.  She quickly replied with 

a 10 day tour heading from Rochester to the 

Adirondacks to Howe Caverns to Montauk, Long 

Island to an all-inclusive horseback riding ranch near 

Poughkeepsie, and then back home to 

Rochester.  Whew! 

Unfortunately, the all-inclusive resort cost over 

$2,000 for TWO days, and we’d be spending many 

long days in the car driving point to point.  Uugh, 

didn’t sound very relaxing or picturesque.  Frankly, 

we were getting discouraged, and started to wonder 

whether we could really afford a summer vacation 

this year.  It was time to look at the “stay-cation” 

option.  Hey kids, quick! no line out back for the 

sprinkler!!  Knock yourselves out! 

I put aside vacation planning for the weekend, and 

turned attention toward other things.  However, 

Tracy didn’t stop working.  By Monday morning she 

discovered three other all-inclusive horseback riding 

ranch resorts in the Adirondacks.  We checked some 

reviews and ultimately booked a vacation at the 1000 

Acres Ranch near the Lake George area of the 

Adirondacks.  It was just our style, laid back, relaxed, 

affordable price, and the girls loved the idea of 

horseback riding on a dude ranch.               

Over the course of a weekend, we went from 

despondent that we would a.) not afford a vacation 

this year or b.) settle for something we weren’t 

excited about – to genuinely excited about a 

destination that met all our needs.  It was within our 

budget, offered serenity for Mom, and plenty of 

activities for Dad and the kids.  Yahoo!  [or should I 

say Yeeehhaawww!]  

                     

In the weeks leading up to our vacation, Tracy 

continued to check to see if we needed anything or 

had any questions.  In addition, I had the assurance 

that if something unexpected happened, I could rely 

on Tracy and Travel on a Dream to handle the details 

of our vacation if we needed to attend to other 

matters.  So returning to our muse, Janet Jackson, yes, 

I may be in control and all grown up, but there’s 

nothing wrong with getting a little help from our 

friends.  It was wonderful to have an assistant in the 

trip-planning process, especially as life keeps getting 

busier and busier.  Would I recommend working with 

a travel agent?  Absolutely!  In fact, I’m currently 

working with Tracy and Travel on a Dream to plan 

our next trip. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Until next month, you can follow us on a variety of 

social networks. 

 

Facebook – http://www.facebook.com/TravelOnADream 

Twitter – https://twitter.com/TravelOnADream 

Pinterest – https://pinterest.com/travelonadream/ 

Wordpress – http://toadstravels.com/ 
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